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Ceredigion tourism goes from strength to strength

Over thirty businesses in the Ceredigion area have received an allocation of grant assistance from the Wales Tourist Board (WTB); since the WTB received Objective 1 assistance to enhance its available funds for capital support. WTB has allocated over £1.6million in capital grants to Ceredigion businesses towards projects worth over £4.7million in total investment value. These projects are scheduled to create over 130 full time equivalent (FTE) jobs. 

WTB’s capital grant scheme supports both expansion and upgrading of suitable tourism business projects such as the Felinwynt Rainforest Centre in Cardigan, Neuadd Farm Cottages, Llandysul, Cenarth Falls Holiday Park, Newcastle Emlyn and the forthcoming Teifi Blu restaurant.  The scheme also assists new tourism businesses in their development. Capital assistance can also be offered to suitable projects involving the development and upgrading of civic amenities and tourism infrastructure. 

Ceredigion successfully bid for and attained status as a Regional Tourism Growth Area in 2002.  Along with this status came a specific allocation of £1m set aside by the Wales Tourism Board to meet suitable applications for capital grants from within Ceredigion.  In addition, the WTB has set aside a further £500,000 to meet suitable applications for capital grants from within the area covered by the Cardigan and South Ceredigion Regeneration Plan.   

As part of the Tourism Growth Area initiative, both Ceredigion County Council’s Cabinet and the Wales Tourist Board sanctioned the adoption of a Ceredigion TGA Implementation Strategy. In collaboration with Menter organisations within Ceredigion, officers from WTB and the Tourism Section of Ceredigion’s Economic Development, Tourism, Training and European Matters Unit staged a series of seminars across the whole county over the winter of 2002 to explain the TGA Implementation Strategy and WTB’s grant schemes. A second series of seminars is currently being planned. 

Ends

Editor’s note:

The Wales Tourist Board Investment Support scheme is one of the few ways that individual businesses can obtain support from Objective 1 funds.

For further details on:

· Objective 1 within Ceredigion contact:  Branwen Humphreys, Information and Publicity Officer, Ewro Team, Economic Development , Tourism, Training and European Matters Unit, Ceredigion County Council (01545) 572063  ewro@ceredigion.gov.uk
· Ceredigion’s Tourism Growth Area Implementation Strategy contact: Ceredigion’s Tourism Growth Area Development Officer on 01545 572067 or the Ceredigion Tourism Section on 01970 633063
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