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                    NEWS RELEASE

Objective 1                   DATE: 20th July 2004                      

Restoration: “Unlocking the Potential” of Cardigan Castle

Ceredigion County Council have just had the go-ahead on a £107k project, which will commence the reinstatement of Cardigan Castle to its former glory. Unlocking the Potential is the first step on the quest to re-establishing the medieval fortification and is designed to map out its complete restoration plan, drawing on archaeological ecological and structural studies. Funding partners include Objective One money of £44k, 50k from the Heritage Lottery Fund, and voluntary work amounting to £5k. The project is part of a locally focused co-ordinated economic strategy and cultural initiative supported by a wide range of agencies. 

Cardigan castle has spellbinding narrative history, which the project would enable, informing visitors of the extremely important part the castle played in the history of the Eisteddfod.  Local councillor Ray Quant marvels

“This is captivating news for Cardigan and the whole of Wales! Cardigan Castle’s survival is vital to us for so many reasons.  On a practical level it will increase Cardigan’s visitor numbers, boost businesses in the region, and thus the economy, whilst on an equal footing it will help to strengthen Wales’ cultural identity and heritage as a whole, today and for future generations.”

This project is the first cornerstone in the restoration process, which will underpin and inform the future framework for development of the castle including the planned uses of the castle as a community and tourism tool.  A project coordinator will soon be appointed to oversee the delivery of a range of specialist studies; a webcam will help to promote the work on a day-day basis.  Local regeneration group Menter Aberteifi will be liasing with local businesses for Open Days starting in 2004 whilst volunteers will begin working on the ground to clear undergrowth and restore paths throughout the grounds. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

NATALIE MOYCE
Ffôn:  (01545) 572 062          Ffacs:  01545 572 029
E-Bost:   nataliem@ceredigion.gov.uk
You can find this release and other Ceredigion material at:                

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk
Further Objective 1 information can be found at:


http://www.euceredigion.co.uk

