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Objective 1 Brings 5 Stars To Ceredigion
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Interviewer: Natalie Moyce

Ty Mawr Mansion has opened its doors to the world. A Georgian Country House in rural Wales is now the first of its kind to have achieved the Wales Tourist Board 5 star rating in the county of Ceredigion with the help of Objective 1 through a Wales Tourist Board grant. It offers serviced accommodation and houses a restaurant. Set just outside the Edwardian town of Aberaeron, within 12 acres of grounds and rumoured to have its own resident ghost, the McApline family are now in residence.

The McAlpines, comprising Martin, his wife Catherine and her mother, a couple from the Midlands recently purchased the estate. Martin said “We bought the property in August 2004. Mrs Peyton the previous owner had passed away and had left all her assets to animal charities. We secured a grant from the Wales Tourist Board on March 10th 2005, renovated the Mansion and opened 19th September of this year.”

Wales Tourist Board Chief Executive, Jonathan Jones said, “Objective One funding has enabled the Board to invest more widely and more heavily in ventures that are driving up the quality of product and service in areas that have been hit by decline in agriculture and heavy industries like coal and steel-making. The acquisition of 5-star grading by Tŷ Mawr Mansion at Cilcennin is a boost for Ceredigion as it enhances the range of accommodation available and, by attracting custom from the top end of the market, will contribute more to the local tourism economy.”

Martin McAlpine commented “90% of the main ingredients are local produce we are forging links with Llanerchaeron the National Trust estate to supply us with Organic meat when available and other local suppliers and farmers, all the dishes are homemade including the bread and petit fours…Locals are supporting the restaurant and we are pleased with the response that we have achieved already.

We hope to create 25 jobs in the coming years, at the moment we have 2 chefs, 2 housekeepers, 3 waitresses, and of course there is myself and my expectant wife and her mother.”

Catherine McAlpine said “The food is already gaining a good reputation and a double rooms start  from £120 a night, extremely competitive for five star facilities. There are 6 rooms, all extra large, having digital TV and free broadband access. There are also 2 suites with their own lounges and computers. We are currently only advertising in Johansens, and as a result the majority of visitors have been locals for evening meals. There has been a “bedding in period” for the staff, so that any teething problems could be dealt with.”
Martin and Catherine are keen for anyone who has any information on history of the building to get in

touch, as much of the history of the place has been lost. For enquiries visit the website:

www.tymawrmansion.co.uk or ring 01570 470033.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

NATALIE MOYCE
Ffôn:  (01545) 572 062          Ffacs:  01545 572 029
E-Bost:   nataliem@ceredigion.gov.uk
You can find this release and other Ceredigion material at:                

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk
Further Objective 1 information can be found at:


http://www.euceredigion.co.uk

