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The Big Mwldan Weekend!                                                                      September 11th, 12th 2004
The new Theatr Mwldan, Cardigan will be officially opened by Opera singer Buddug Verona James on Friday 10th September 2004 with a special night of celebrations to mark the completion of the  £6.9 million Development Project that has served to put Theatr Mwldan on the map as one of the most impressive theatres in Wales.

Following the official opening night ceremony will be The Big Mwldan Weekend, the official celebrations open to the public on September 11th and 12th. This free festival weekend with a non-stop programme of music, theatre, children events, literature events, films and workshops is intended to attract all ages and all tastes. Marketing Manager, Siobhan McGovern commented, “The response to the weekend has been huge, we are so pleased that everyone has taken full advantage of the all the free events. Make sure you ring the Box Office to see whether are tickets left as lots of the events have already been booked out.”  

The 6.9 million Theatr Mwldan Development Project, which received 1.6 million of help from Objective One Funds, and 155k worth of Local Regeneration Fund money (LRF) was also funded by The Arts Council of Wales, Welsh Assembly Government, Welsh Development Agency, Ceredigion County Council, Wales Tourist Board and The Circuit, and began in August 2002. 

It has seen the refurbishment of a 146-seat theatre and construction of a brand new auditorium with capacity for 250 people and Oriel Mwldan Gallery as well as the creation of new front of house facilities. It also included the renovation of the derelict Grade 2 listed Bath House outbuildings adjacent to the theatre to create a Creative Mwldan Creadigdiol, a multimedia centre: and improvements to the infrastructure including the road, river channel, bridge and car park.

The project has created significant employment opportunities in an economically deprived area of west Wales. More than a hundred people were employed on the construction element of the project. In addition the project is expected to create up to 20 new permanent jobs by the end of 2006 and some of these posts have already been created. 

Director of Theatr Mwldan, Dilwyn Davies commented on the official opening, “The official opening ceremony is intended to be a real celebratory event.  We are looking forward to excellent performances as well as some heart felt speeches to mark what will be a very special evening for everyone who has been involved in the Development Project, for the people of west Wales and for Wales as a whole.“

A sneak preview of some of the names appearing during The Big Mwldan Weekend, the official opening celebrations over the 11th, 12th September are The Bagdaddies, Welsh Book Of The Year author Niall Griffiths, musicians Julie Murphy and Ceri Rhys Matthews as well as theatre straight from the Edinburgh Fringe and the Eisteddfod and chances to re-live the best of cinematic moments with films such as Himalaya, Amelie, and Donnie Darko.

The Big Mwldan Weekend at Theatr Mwldan Cardigan is on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th September. Events start from 10 am, pick up a programme for more details or call the Box Office on 01239 621200.  

Ends



	


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
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