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1 million pounds Grant to Develop Teifi Estuary 

Ceredigion Council have just secured Objective 1 funding for The Teifi Estuary Environmental Tourism Development and Management Scheme.  The £2.5 million project, of which Objective One funding amounted to £1,108k will be run by the Ceredigion County Council, and is set to start on 15th October 2004 and end October 2007.  The area this project will cover will be the Teifi Estuary from Llechryd Bridge to Cardigan Island.  Other funders to the pot of cash include The Local Regeneration Fund, and Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales.  

Discussions are now on their way for an integrated approach to the development of the Teifi Estuary and management of tourists and visitors.  New focus will be on the old port area, adjoining the recently acquired Castle and on the edge of the environmental rich estuary, which is aimed at becoming a focal point for visitors and providing opportunities for marketing the estuary as a whole.  The Teifi Estuary at Aberteifi has suffered historically from environmental constraints on development schemes.  Experience over many years has shown that development needs to be defined and projects prioritised within the needs of the Estuary as a whole

Local councillor and Chair of the Teifi Objective 1 Bid Working Group Keith Evans noted

“The river is on of the main assets and through careful management can be utilised to create further opportunities.  There is a need to improve access to the water, which would result in increased boating activity and mooring provision. There is also a need to increase landward access to the estuary and it is therefore intended to develop cycling and walking opportunities in the immediate area. “

Outcomes hoped for are to encourage more tourists to visit, initially the Wildlife Centre, and market the attraction and the environmental interest in the estuary specifically for the Teifi Estuary and to include the Castle as that develops. 

Councillor and Local Cabinet Member Ray Quant said

 “Great news.  This project will help us to realise one of our strategic aims in Ceredigion. The aim here is to promote access and enhance visitor enjoyment of the natural environment and historical heritage.  The project will provide a platform for encouraging increased sustainable tourism opportunities and increase tourists to the area.”
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