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Mr Davies said that this was another coup by Theatr Mwldan, which is the location of a European funded project hailed as best practice by the Welsh Assembly Government. The £7.7 million project is the continuation of a development to convert and extend the theatre into a venue suitable for expanding activities and audiences. 

It is part-funded by the European Union’s Objective 1 Programme together with funding from the Arts Council of Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government and Ceredigion County Council.  The theatre has come a long way since its establishment in 1983, when a local amateur drama company began a project to convert the town’s disused abattoir.  Since then it has become an important and integral part of the local community and attracted increasingly wider audiences. 

The new venue comprises two theatre auditoria (seating 250 and 146), a rehearsal studio, a visual arts exhibition space and improved front of house catering and administrative facilities. Development has also finished on the ‘Creative Mwldan Creadigidol’ - a new multi-media centre located in the newly renovated and extended former farm buildings on a site adjacent to the theatre building. 

Theatr Mwldan is a community enterprise – a company owned and managed by the community that it serves. Membership of the company is open to everyone and all are welcome.  Its popularity continues to grow with this year’s attendance figures showing a sustained growth of 9.6% for live performances (including professional and community) and 7.2% for film. Theatr Mwldan is recognised as a Regional Performing Arts Centre by the Arts Council of Wales, specialising in small-mid scale drama and music theatre and world and traditional music. The theatre boasts a number of highly successful productions including Mappi Mundi and Theatr Mwldan’s co-production of the Canterbury Tales in March 2006, which was seen by over 3,800 people in venues across Wales and further afield – an audience almost the size of Cardigan. 

Commenting on the theatre’s success, Minister for Enterprise, Innovation and Networks, Andrew Davies said:

“This is a very welcome development that has attracted people to the area, as well as providing the local community with a first class facility which they have ownership of and of which they can be immensely proud. Theatr Mwldan can continue to look forward to a very bright and profitable future.”
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News that legendary drummer Billy Cobham is to visit Theatr Mwldan in Cardigan this month has been welcomed by Wales’ Minister for Enterprise, Innovation and Networks, Andrew Davies.  Billy Cobham will be performing in the theatre on Tuesday October 24th as part of a tour of 12 venues in the UK.  
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