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   Objective 1                            DATE: 01/12/2004                                           Objective 1

Ysbryd y Mwynwyr - Spirit of the Miners – Securing a Future from the Past in the Uplands.

Ysbryd y Mwynwyr - Spirit of the Miners, a new £464k community regeneration project set up by Ceredigion County Council has just been approved by the Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO).  The project, which aims to use the legacy of metal mining in the Ceredigion Uplands as a theme for regeneration expects to create and safeguard full-time jobs.   Grants totalling around 300k will be made available to community groups, organisations and businesses for projects with a link to mining heritage in the near future.  A designated project officer will work with local communities and businesses, to develop those projects, which help to create an image for the area synonymous with its mining past.  The Uplands region covers and area roughly described as being from Tregaron at its southernmost to the Dyfi River in the north and includes Pumlumon and the Cambrian mountain ranges.  Spirit of the Miners, will receive contributions from the Countryside Council for Wales, Welsh Assembly Government and the private sector.

 Local councillor Ray Quant said;

“The national economic strategy acknowledges the importance of the development of rural cultures and communities by use of heritage as a commodity.  The remains of the built heritage in the Uplands in Ceredigion are of significant historical and educational importance.  I am excited for the area.”

Most of the social aspects of mining culture have been widely forgotten these days, but are potential sources of inspiration for communities to use as themes for projects with appropriate facilitation.  Mining can be traced back to the Bronze Age although the most striking visual legacy apparent these days results from mining activities during the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. Some of the mine sites have become home to colonies of bats.  The rare landscape, flora and fauna has resulted in many of the old mine sites now being covered by Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and historic monument status, it is the aim of the project to help raise awareness of the importance of this. 

The project would like to hear from anyone knowing of relatives who used to work in the mines are invited to come forward to speak to the project officer. (For more information please contact Peter Austin: 01545 572067).
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An example of one of the many waterwheels that used to be part of the character of the uplands landscape. (Llywernog Silver Lead mine Museum, Ponterwyd)
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

NATALIE MOYCE
Ffôn:  (01545) 572 062          Ffacs:  01545 572 029
E-Bost:   nataliem@ceredigion.gov.uk
You can find this release and other Ceredigion material at:                

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk
Further Objective 1 information can be found at:


http://www.euceredigion.co.uk

_1167738955.doc
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