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Objective 1 helps boost Ceredigion with Unmanned Flying Vehicles
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A new project at ParcAberporth designed to raise awareness of the wide range of civil uses for unmanned systems (UAVs) is set to begin this year.  This £2.3m Objective 1 project which has the potential to create over 200 jobs near Cardigan, Aberporth Technology Park Phase 1B received a European grant for £666.7k in 2005.  The Welsh Development Agency has now gone out to tender for the provision of one of more unmanned systems to demonstrate the capability of these systems to civil users as well as to potentially trial sensors developed by companies.  The first phase of the development includes 5 units providing office space, industrial units and R&D facilities.

Project manager Sue Wolfe said that they were interested in finding an innovative and flexible approach from interested applicants.

“It is new and emerging market and we want to raise awareness in as wide a civil market area as possible. These systems have traditionally been used by the military for defence purposes, but the potential for civil markets such as agricultural or environmental uses is widely recognised but the development of civil markets is relatively slow because of the poor awareness of the opportunities that UAV systems can offer.  We believe that provision of one or more UAV platforms for awareness raising and demonstration purposes will encourage more R&D activities and help stimulate new uses.”

The tender has already caused considerable interest in the UAV sector and it is anticipated the successful bid will be announced during January. Andrew Davies, Minister for Economic Development and Transport described ParcAberporth as a unique centre within the UK, which had tremendous potential, “Development of ParcAberporth means we have an opportunity to play a lead role in the rapidly growing UAV sector and are working to ensure it becomes a significant centre in the UK for the research and development of new technologies and new civil applications.”

This project is being developed by the Welsh Development Agency in partnership with Ceredigion County Council, Cardigan and South Ceredigion Regeneration Plan and West Wales Airport.
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Photo Captions (First Page –ParcAberporth aerial view; above, shot of ParcAberporth from the sky.)
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