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Objective 1 Initiative -Lime and Conservation Day for Tregaron’ Historical Makeover
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The Objective 1 funded Tregaron Heritage Scheme held a ‘Conservation and Use of Lime Day’ on Tuesday 21st February in Tregaron.  The event was arranged by project officer Huw Davies and presented by Cliff Brundell and Chris Wright of the Lime Company of West Wales Ltd. The event was well attended by a mixture of interested groups, local architects, local craftsmen and local inhabitants with some 40 people present. The day started with a presentation about general conservation techniques in relation to the Heritage Scheme. Then workshops were held. 

Introductory Talks took place in the morning namely the “Tregaron Conservation Project”; “Principles of Conservation”; “Why Use Lime”; “Case study” and “Health & Safety”. A “Slaking Demonstration” took place at 11am.  Practical Workshops (Lime Putty); Mixing & Pointing; (traditional plasterers); Introduction to Hydraulic Lime and Planning Lime-work took place in the afternoon.

Lunch was provided at the Talbot Hotel. The presentations took place at the Memorial Hall and the practical workshops in and around agricultural outbuilding to the rear of the Talbot Hotel. Huw Davies, project officer for Tregaron Heritage Initiative said;

“I believe everyone present considered the day to have been interesting and everyone learnt more about the use of lime in the restoration and renovation of old stone buildings. This day pushed out the boat in trying to introduce Conservation Techniques for old buildings to the Tregaron area. I am considering holding more events in the area during the next year.  

Many old houses have been encased in a straight jacket of cement.  Solid walls, with little or no foundations need to move with the earth beneath them.  When the earth moves with the seasons, lime is flexible enough to allow the house to reach a more comfortable position naturally.  Modern materials try to resist this movement causing renders, stones and lintels to crack and split.”

The aim of the Tregaron Heritage Initiative is to enable restoration of Tregaron’s built environment to heritage standards thereby providing an attractive location for visitors and residents alike. Consideration is currently being given to arranging more training sessions on conservation techniques in the restoration of old buildings.
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