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EU helps with Building on the Past 


Before his retirement Professor Malcom Parry was Head of the Welsh School of Architecture at Cardiff University.  Parry, publicly recognised for his regular TV and radio broadcasts and internationally renowned in his field said in his talk, 

“The word ‘ubeity’ is important when improving any town.  The term means ‘the state of being in a definite place’, or ‘whereness’.  Think about the ubeity of the place in which you live.  What makes it unique as a place? What gives it its ubeity?  Look at Frankfurt 30 years ago. It used to be a place where businessmen wanted to go, but not a place for people to visit and linger, which is what they then wanted to do… translate it into its historical form.  To turn it from a dull and ‘just business place’ it took an injection of culture.  They put in 12 museums, most modernist buildings including a museum of Modern Art; one for Craft and Design, one for Film, one for Architecture; one for religious icons; and a Post Office Museum.  They built new buildings too. Many buildings had glass buildings, a porosity to encourage people in.  So some of the city was modern, some immediate past, some futher back and some in the future – acknowledging the past and looking forward at the same time.  That’s what building on the past is all about and that’s how big cities do it.  Perhaps we can scale it down for Cardigan.  Cardigan has a great main street built on the back of a river.  Look to the successes of Cardiff Bay – although it’s Starbucked to hell we can see that people want leisure and pleasure on the waterside. My advice is look to doing something which is going to give you a memory when you leave a place.”

Phil Carradice gave a talk on the past and future influence of the river in the town.  Phil, widely published for his novels, poetry and historical books, said

“Cardigan has to some extent turned its back on the river and that’s not their fault.  I know a lot about Pembroke dock and both Cardigan and Pembroke Dock were heavily involved in shipbuilding and both were located on rivers.  The importance of the river Teifi to the history of Cardigan cannot be underestimated.  How can we stop turning our back on the river?  Without the castle, the port would not have developed – the castle and river are intrinsically linked.  Luxury goods, wine and clothes would not have come in without the demand from the castle tenants.  Sherry, Seville oranges, come in from Ireland from Wexford to Cardigan. The port was only second in importance to Milford Haven in Wales.  Daniel Defoe in his book on a walk through Britain noted the prolific Salmon fishing on the Teifi.  At one point around the time of the Battle of Waterloo there were 314 ships registered to Cardigan port.  The fishing industry is a shadow of its former self.  Tourism is the way forward, we need to keep some of our heritage alive, we don’t want empty museums and for the same to be happening to our heritage as what has happened on our river.  I agree with Parry in that a café culture like Cardiff bay should be in Cardigan.  We need to face the river again as the river is part of our heritage.”

 Julian Orbach, historic buildings consultant said,

“Cardigan is set on a linear plan, it has problems with traffic  being a one-way system.  Pembroke is another single street with linear town planning.  The planning of Cardigan has evolved on one long ribbon, into this ribbon the history goes in – no-one has stepped back and put in nodes or squares like Lampeter which has a square in the middle. There are problems in linear threads, in finding space where your children don’t get runover.  It would be good to have some civic space for relaxing and so on.  This problem occurs strongly in Cardigan.  The hinterland of Cardigan is two fifths sea so there is less space around it.  So expanding out of Cardigan is a challenge.  Traffic is the bane of the town, but there are worse places for traffic.  We need green resting spaces.  The potential of this town has been raised over the years enormously. The potential of the quay is great too.  The inherent qualities of Cardigan are hidden such as the river underneath tarmac behind Guildhall, there are hidden medieval passageways.  All there, all unexploited hidden fabric of the town.  The town has to work on what it has already – expansion to the West and South are not possible but to the North and East is.”

Andrew Backhouse talked on “Heritage Tourism”, more precisely examples of successful heritage developments for visitors and what lessons we can learn from them.  He pointed out that “Lessons for Cardigan learnt by other towns?  Improve image, smarten up grot spots, have pride in heritage.  Heritage is money, have a vision, sell your heritage, tell stories of your town’s heritage.  What does the future offer?  Close the high street and have weekly market.  Try it!  See what happens.  Do improvements in incremental stages.  What Cardigan is said to lack are quality places to eat and stay.  That’s an opportunites for businesses too.  Cardigan has got a lot to be proud of already thanks to the work of the Townscape Heritage Initiative.”

Photo Caption: Marquee with people arriving to the first of the heritage days at Cardigan’ Castle grounds.
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The 2 day heritage event on 15th and 16th May at Cardigan castle run by Objective 1’ project “Recreating pride in Cardigan” were deemed successful, with over 200 registered visitors present over the whole event and many more dropping by unanounced.  The future use of Cardigan castle’ manor house and its grounds were open to public debate in a forum following eminent speakers including Professor Malcom Parry, Phil Carradice and Andrew Backhouse who gave their suggestions and experiences. The second day included demonstrations on the areas such as masonry, chimneys, rooves, windows and limework.
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