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                    NEWS RELEASE

Objective 1                   DATE: 14 August 2004                      

Harbour Master’s 3rd Summer of Success
Harbour Master has had an exciting journey.  Bought just 3 years ago to be gutted and renovated, today the business boasts 11 sustainable full time jobs, including 4 full time chefs. The venue is seaside chic, the menu contemporary and fresh. Owners Menna and Glyn Heulyn have a background in marketing and finance, which is mirrored in the success of the Harbour Master.  How is one of Ceredigion’s success stories for sustainability and added value faring right now?
Buzzing with energy and singsong of conversation, by 11am in late August by the harbours edge the smell of fresh coffee and pleasant conversation infiltrates the Old Bar.  Glyn relates their original inspiration, “We’ve travelled a lot and places we’d seen abroad like New Zealand, have had venues that give good quality with an informal atmosphere. One tends to associate good places with country houses and places where everybody eats in virtual silence.  We wanted somewhere good quality but casual and friendly.  I think that sums up Harbour Master. It’s our third summer now and things are going from strength to strength.”  

Aberaeron enjoys a startlingly stylish yet approachable venue on the harbour side, Glyn and Menna have not forgotten the early days “We bought it over 3 years ago in a rundown state.  We applied for a grant through the Wales Tourist Board.  There was an Objective One grant there for 35% of the capital costs, which for this project was 68k.  With the money a 7 bedroom hotel with bar and restaurant was born.  Harbour Master has won the   Inn of the Year Wales” (2003) and “Taste of Wales” awards two years on the trot.”

Harbour Master is one of a number of hotels in Ceredigion, which can also be found online. Details for other hotels/accommodation can be visited through Ceredigion County Council’s website (www.ceredigion.gov.uk).  This project is one of many that Objective 1 has funded.  Information on all projects or businesses who have received European Funding can be found on the official Ceredigion website (www.euceredigion.co.uk).
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

NATALIE MOYCE
Ffôn:  (01545) 572 062          Ffacs:  01545 572 029
E-Bost:   nataliem@ceredigion.gov.uk
You can find this release and other Ceredigion material at:                

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk
Further Objective 1 information can be found at:


http://www.euceredigion.co.uk

