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              Objective 1                            DATE:  11/ 01/ 2005                     Objective 1

Renewed Support For County Food Producers

A £350k second phase project called Food Producer Support II, which is concerned with encouraging and supporting sustainable economic development of the food product sector has just received bid approval for a £147k Objective 1 grant.  The successful phase 1 project in sum wishes to continue in its second phase to find new markets and support local producers in Ceredigion.  Other contributors include Pathway to Prosperity, National Trust and Ceredigion County Council. Targets are set to safeguard two and a half 3-year posts, 1 fulltime Marketing Officer, a fulltime project manager and a part-time administrator.  

The project will work with local partners to promote a wide range of services including Produce Tourism, Business Support, Health Promotion and Marketing and Promotion.  A producers database, website and directory will be further developed to help with providing producers with networking and organising events. 

Ray Quant has commented:

“Strategically this project will help to improve skills; encourage enterprise, innovation and sustainability.  One of the Objectives of the Welsh Assembly Government is to develop a viable future for the Welsh Food Industry through the development of new or small producers to attract tourist or export products at the same time as tackling innovation and entrepreneurship.  This project is doing just that.”

One area in which the second phase project will be adding value is in branching out is in developing a Fun Food initiative based on themed events, examples of activity could include “Fish Week” or “Dairy Week” or an even more innovative approach such as “Mackerel Monday”, “Trout Tuesday”, “Welsh Cake Wednesday”, “Thirsty Thursday”, “Fondue Friday”, “Seafood Saturday”, “Sewin Sunday”.  These events would work with the current food festivals held in the various towns and villages throughout the County. Local schools and hospitals will be encouraged to purchase more Welsh produce in this scheme. Local councillor, 

Antur Teifi will perform day-to-day management of the project, which on a national scale is tackling the requirement for diversification away from traditional agriculture and into added value products where the producer is more in control of marketing.  On a regional scale the project helps regenerate the local economy.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

NATALIE MOYCE
Ffôn:  (01545) 572 062          Ffacs:  01545 572 029
E-Bost:   nataliem@ceredigion.gov.uk
You can find this release and other Ceredigion material at:                

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk
Further Objective 1 information can be found at:


http://www.euceredigion.co.uk

