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Science Will Be Visiting a Town Near You!
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The project known as “Science Circuit”, to mark the completion of its first year of activities in Ceredigion, featured on the sunny promenade of Aberystwyth 9th- 12th of July.  Science Circuit, an Objective 1 supported project serves to changes people’s perception of Science as boring and inaccessible, by sparking an interest in how Science works all around us in our everyday lives through interactive demonstrations and experiments. 

Project co-ordinator of Science Circuit, Salma Elbeblawi, commented,

“Our presence on the Aberystwyth prom has been a success.  We’ve had 216 people through the mobile Lab in the last 4 days and 14 have expressed a distinct interest in specific courses.  We have given information and guidance to people and provided small activities targeting youth and adults in the mobile lab. 

We devised a Science Trail for Aberystwyth to do along the promenade for families – giving out a pack containing an A3 Map with points of interest along the pier and fact sheets on the Science relating to the points of interest to inform locals and the general public and also spark an interest in the Science around us…such as the Physics of the Tides…when children ask their parents why the tide comes in and out, many can’t tell them, so it works well for parents wishing to help their children with Science.  ”

Debra Croft, temporary project officer for Science Circuit said,

“We will be about with the mobile lab across the whole county in August, starting with Cardigan County Show on the 2nd of August, Party in the Park, Penparcau school grounds on the 12th, Tregaron Show on the 16th, Lampeter Agricultural Show on the 18th, Aberystwyth Food Festival on the 19th and 20th, Tregaron Rasus on the 24th/25th and Tal-y-Bont on the 26th. ”

Chair of the Ceredigion Economic Regeneration Partnership Management Board Roy Evans said;

“This is a fantastic way to get Science out to the people of Ceredigion.  It’s a good example of funding a project, which has the potential to raise the skills level of the potential workforce in Ceredigion.  The Partnership is pleased to give full support to the project as it contributes to the aim of improving access to essential services in rural areas of the county.  The concept of taking the Science Lab out into these peripheral areas to engage in an imaginative way with people who so far have not been successful with getting involved with Science Education is a good one.”

Helen Williams, Hands-on-Science Project Officer working on the Mobile Lab said;

“Examples of sessions we do in the lab are Kitchen Science – simple safe experiments in the home; Renewable Energy – types and issues; Fingerprinting – how to make and examine them; Plants and Parts – biology basics; Geology; Food Safety and Hygiene to name just some of them.  There has been a lot of interest in solar heating systems, which supply houses with hot water.  People are interested in knowing how to go about doing it, setting it up and so on.  One local community is interested in buying a communal allotment, we thought that we could run courses on soils etc.”

A programme of tasters; short courses and advice for adults interested in Science in Ceredigion is available to adults across the county, some of whom may wish to take their interest further into a Science education. For more information on Science Circuit, please contact Salma Elbeblawi, telephone: 01970 622681 or email sle@aber.ac.uk.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

NATALIE MOYCE
Ffôn:  (01545) 572 062          Ffacs:  01545 572 029
E-Bost:   nataliem@ceredigion.gov.uk
You can find this release and other Ceredigion material at:                

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk
Further Objective 1 information can be found at:


http://www.euceredigion.co.uk

