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A new spark to Cwm Brefi 

The Cwm Brefi Electrification Scheme was officially launched last Wednesday night (8th October 2003).  The project, which has brought electricity to 11 properties in Cwm Brefi, Llanddewi Brefi will bring many benefits to the community.  The success of the scheme also means that there is an opportunity for 12 more properties to join the scheme, that 5 new jobs have been created and that 24 jobs have already been secured.      

On Wednesday (8th October 2003) night the plaque that will be placed on a bridge in the Valley was unveiled by the former and present Chairs of the Llanddewi Brefi Community Council, Miss Eirwen James and Mrs Ann Jones.  Many residents were there to celebrate and to thank those who had helped make it all possible.  Two of them, Lorraine and Martin Duffey have lived in Cwm Brefi for 20 years and have spent most of that time with little electricity, powered only by a high maintenance generator.  The success of this scheme now means that Mr Duffey can develop his business further through his improved web access; and Mrs Duffey expressed her joy at being able to have the music on all day – something that couldn’t be done before.  When their generator broke down on New Year’s Eve, the Duffeys were left without electricity for six months.  This scheme will ensure that this will never happen again.

The excellent quality of the food reflected the mood of celebration and success that could be felt in the building.  The presence of Curiad Caron, Western Power Distribution, Ceredigion County Council, Objective 1 Team and WDA emphasised the effort and hard work that was involved in the success of this scheme.  As the Ceredigion County Council Leader, Councillor David Lloyd Evans said: “It isn’t acceptable that people in this century are living without electricity.”  He also spoke of the good work of the Community Council members and that they should be acknowledged.   

More than anything, the presence of electricity will have a great impact on life in Cwm Brefi.  As one of the residents, Eleri Davies, mentioned: “The stress of running the house on a generator has gone.  The children can now watch the television or use the computer for their homework without asking first.” The new electricity now means the Cwm Brefi population can put the washing on, watch television and make a cup of tea at the same time.  Most of us take electricity for granted, and regularly do many electrically based tasks at the same time.  One thing is certain the citizens of Cwm Brefi will never take electricity for granted. 
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Editor’s Note:

Please find attached pictures of the event

	
	Branwen Humphreys, Information and Publicity Officer, Economic Development and Tourism, Ceredigion County Council 

(01545) 572063  

ewro@ceredigion.gov.uk



