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CEREDIGION OBJECTIVE 1 AWARDS

Two more projects from Ceredigion have recently won significant awards of Objective 1 funds. Between them, Ceredigion County Council’s “Byd i Geredigion” project and another put forward by the charitable company “Constitution Hill”, in respect of the Aberystwyth Cliff Railway, have succeeded in obtaining an allocation of £450,000.

Ceredigion County Council’s “Byd i Geredigion” project involves ensuring greater availability of internet access to the public of Ceredigion. This will be done by upgrading computer facilities at most of County Libraries and by ensuring that expert help is on hand to help novice users get to grip with the technology.  The £524,000 project will receive £250,000 in assistance from Objective 1.

The Aberystwyth Cliff Railway project involves an imaginative programme of improvements to the popular attraction. Objective 1 will provide some £200,000 towards a total project cost in excess of £440,000, and will enable the upgrading of visitor facilities at the cliff railway.  The improvements will integrate the attraction with the recent renovations to the Aberystwyth Promenade and also to the Ceredigion Heritage Coast and Coastal Footpath project.  Pamela Marsden, Company Secretary to Constitution Hill, commented: “The directors of the company are absolutely delighted at receiving this grant which will enable us to crack on with improving the railway facilities for locals and visitors alike.”

Ceredigion County Council Cabinet Member, with responsibility for Economic Development, Tourism, Europe and Training, Cllr E.J. Keith Evans commented: “It is particularly heartening to see European money coming to a relatively small charitable organisation such as Constitution Hill that is doing an excellent job in developing the potential of tourist attractions”.  He went on to encourage anyone wanting to develop a project idea that could lead to the development of the area’s economy to contact the Lead Body of the Partnership Management Board by email at ewro@ceredigion.gov.uk or by phone, during office hours, on 01545 572063.

Ms Sioned Rees, vice chairperson to the Ceredigion Objective 1 Partnership Management Board - the body responsible for co-ordinating Objective 1 in the county - congratulated the applicants on their success saying:  “This is great news and demonstrates how Objective 1 is funding a variety of projects that will make a difference to the economic, environmental and social fabric of Ceredigion”.  Further applications are currently under assessment with high hopes of more good news in coming months.
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