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A New Lease of Life for Old School in Ystrad Meurig

Ystrad Meurig Community Association is celebrating the award of Objective 1 funds to create a new community centre in Lledrod Ward.

The Association aims to turn Edward Richard School in Ystrad Meurig (more recently known as St John’s College), which has stood unused for the past 12 years, into a versatile multi-purpose community centre thanks to a European grant of £356,000. This will be match-funded by the Local Regeneration Fund, the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund and the Association itself.

The Edward Richard building is almost 200 years old and ceased to be used as a college in 1972. Many local people remember their time there and are excited about the positive future for the building. 

Mike Lewis was a student at St John’s College in the mid 1960s. “It gives me great pleasure to see this ancient seat of learning, which provided an education for so many students from all parts of Wales and beyond, coming back to life in the 21st century, albeit for a different purpose,“ he says. 

“Cymdeithas Cymunedol Ystrad Meurig Community Association was set up through a series of public meetings, and the Association then formed their plans for the restoration of the Edward Richard School through further public meetings and a questionnaire,” explains Dr Paul Westney, Secretary of the Association. “The local community is extremely keen to see this historic building used in a positive way, and the offers of support in terms of volunteer time have been tremendous.”
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Cllr Ray Quant is Ceredigion County Council Cabinet Member for Economic Development Tourism and Training: “This historic building will be restored to its former glory and provide a range of services not currently available in the local area. It will provide a suitable venue for community groups to meet, will have ICT access and training facilities, and will house information exhibitions; recycling facilities are also planned. This will truly be a community-owned facility and we are thrilled that the Objective 1 funding has been approved after all the hard work of so many people.” 

The School is a Grade 2* Listed Building and will be restored as far as possible through sustainable materials and methods, including the use of local reclaimed stone to match the existing building. Once restored, the centre will endeavour to maintain high environmental standards. The Community Association has appointed Aberystwyth architects Lionel Curtis Rory Wilson as project architects, together with David Dunford, DJD Quantity Surveying Services, Llanarth, as quantity surveyor – a team that has already successfully completed Community Funded projects at Llangwyryfon and Llanilar. 

Ceredigion Objective 1 Partnership Management Board was happy to support the Association’s application, as Chairperson Cecilia Barton explains: “This multi-purpose centre will contribute greatly to the much needed economic and social regeneration of the community. It will provide training such as Welsh language and ICT which are not currently available locally, due to lack of suitably equipped space.” 

Ends



	


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

NAOMI JONES
Ffôn:  (01545) 572 062          Ffacs:  01545 572 029
E-Bost:   naomijo@ceredigion.gov.uk
You can find this release and other Ceredigion material at:                

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk
Further Objective 1 information can be found at:


http://www.euceredigion.co.uk

