OBJECTIVE 1 – MYTH OR REALITY?

Two years into the Objective 1 programme we answer some questions and look at some of the facts on the ground to see if the European Money is doing anything for Ceredigion’s local economy:

Is money getting down to small-scale voluntary groups and businesses in Ceredigion or are the big institutions swallowing it all up?  In all, around 275 organisations in Ceredigion have benefited from receiving assistance from Objective 1 and the related Welsh Assembly Government Local Regeneration Fund.  The vast majority of these are small businesses and voluntary organisations.

How much money have all these organisations been awarded so far?  A total of £12.5 million of Objective 1 money has been awarded to organisations in the county so far; this has led to other funders contributing a further £16m, making a total commitment of £28.5m for regeneration

This sounds like an awful lot of money and a lot of organisations, have they all been through the tortuous process of getting money from Europe?  Some have, some haven’t, depending on how much money they have needed.  The majority of recipients require relatively modest sums of money to implement their plans and they have accessed Objective 1 through one of the umbrella schemes set up to make the process easier.  Some organisations have benefited simply by receiving a service that has been subsidised by Objective 1, such as the research and development facilities of the Food Centre at Horeb.  Twenty-nine projects in Ceredigion have had larger awards having made successful applications for direct access to Objective 1 cash.

What sort of things is this money being used for?  2002 saw projects both large and small approved; examples include:

· The residents of Cwm Brefi Valley will soon be able to access mains electricity for the first time thanks to a £300k project driven forward by Curiad Caron.

· The Urdd at Llangrannog is turning some old farm buildings into a state of the art heritage centre in a £1m project.  

· Ceredigion residents who use the county libraries have started to see more Internet terminals and longer opening hours as a result of a grant award of £250k to the County Council’s libraries division.

· Twenty-three tourism businesses in the county have been offered awards totalling £1.5m for capital improvements to their facilities through the Tourist Board Capital Grant scheme.

This all sounds too good to be true, surely there are problems?  Yes!  Good project development is never easy and sometimes there are good ideas that never come to fruition for a variety of reasons such as:

· Lack of money in a particular part of Objective 1.

· Lack of sufficient water and sewerage in certain areas to support proposed developments.

· Lack of capacity in organisations to undertake the detailed work involved in working up projects.

What sorts of projects are planned for 2003?  Ultimately this depends on what ideas project sponsors come forward with.  The Ceredigion Partnership are however encouraging the development of particular projects, including those which:

· Develop sites and premises for small businesses.

· Improve ICT connectivity.

· Develop sustainable environmental tourism.

· Encourage the development of Community Regeneration.

Myth or Reality?  For many, Objective 1 will by now be of little interest.  But for those who have received assistance or got a job it is very much a reality:

· “For PEC our award is the start of providing real, empowering work opportunities in West Wales for people with learning disabilities”, Nigel Lishman of People Enabling Co-op
· “We are pleased and excited … to be beginning our Heritage Centre scheme”, Jim O’Rourke, Urdd Gobaith Cymru
· “So please hear our deep appreciation for all your (Partnership’s) patience and diligence to bring this application to a positive conclusion - for Ceredigion and many of those living and working here.”  Malcolm MaGee, Shared Earth Trust
· “Around 1000 people should find jobs in Ceredigion that are being created by Objective 1 in the next 2 to 3 years, for them the programme will be a reality”. Cecilia Barton, Chair of the Ceredigion Objective 1 Partnership.
PHOTO CAPTIONS
1. Work begins on the construction of the Miners Bridge at Pontrhydygroes with a grant awarded to Pumlumon Heritage Trust.

2. “Y Lolfa”, in Talybont, has received grant aid towards the purchase of new machinery enabling them to be more competitive.

3. Computers in all the County Libraries are being upgraded and the opening hours extended.

4. “Telynau Teifi”, in Capel Dewi, has received grant aid to help stimulate the manufacture of harps in Wales and create local jobs in the industry.

5. Construction work has commenced at the Urdd Camp, Llangrannog, on their new Heritage Centre.

6. The Leader of Ceredigion County Council, Cllr Dai Lloyd Evans, accompanying the Chairman of the Wales Tourist Board, Mr Philip Evans, presents a plaque to Glyn and Menna Heulyn of the Harbourmaster Hotel, Aberaeron, to mark the completion of the upgrading and refurbishment of the hotel with the assistance of Objective 1 funds via the WTB Capital Grant scheme.
7. Residents of the Cwm Brefi valley should soon be able to connect to mains electricity as a result of Objective 1 grant aid.
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Article sponsored by Ceredigion County Council

For information on Objective 1 Tel.: 01545 572063

Or email: ewro@ceredigion.gov.uk 
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