Bwrdd Rheoli Partneriaeth Adfwyio Economaidd Ceredigion

Ceredigion Economic Regeneration Partnership Management Board

MINUTES OF THE 68th MEETING HELD IN THE CHAMBER, PENMORFA

FRIDAY SEPT 29th 9.00-12.00Am 

Present: Roy Evans (Chair), Rod Pritchard, Teleri Davies, Sarah Dykes, Eurfyl Evans, Peter James, Geraint Davies, Bob Jacques, Alan Dutton, Louise Amery, Geraint Davies, Ruth Bacigalupo, Sian Johnston, Hazel Lloyd.

Alternates: Allan Lewis, Ian Roffe, Wynfford James, Luned Jones, Peter James.
WEFO: David Thomas.
Lead Body:  Mike Shaw, Alison Kinsey, Gareth Rowlands.
Advisors: 


Antur Teifi had written to Lead Body to inform the Partnership of the resignation of Lynne Walters and to nominate Wynfford James as Alternate Member until Antur Teifi were in a position to nominate both new full and alternate members.

Lead Body reported an email from Sharon James withdrawing as representative for WAG, (DELLs).  She indicated that she would attend in an advisory role as and when needed.  

Peter James reported WAG’s nomination of Ann Watkin as Full member with himself as Alternate.

PMB agreed the above changes.


Declarations of interest.
None.

1. Apologies
Ruth Davies, Ann Rybij, Rachel Russell, Ann Watkin, Sarah Berry, Claire Skingle.
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 28/07/06
These were agreed.

3. Matters Arising
 Lead Body had forwarded a copy of the Aftercare Report on activities to all Members.

4. Strategic Issues
i. Structural Fund Convergence Programmes: SEA public consultation
Lead Body thanked Members for comments on the above consultation, which had been incorporated into the draft.  Members amended and discussed the draft.
PMB agreed to forward the Consultation response.


ii. Draft Response to Convergence Consultation
Lead Body thanked Members for comments on the above consultation.  These had been collated for review at this meeting.  Members noted particularly that the work of local partnerships had not been included in the document and that this aspect needed to be incorporated in the Convergence document. 

PMB agreed to forward the Consultation response to WEFO and to include a note on the Strategic Frameworks paper which members felt was important and that they had not been given enough time to consider in relation to the Convergence consultation document.

iii. Report on Convergence Consultation Event 11/09/06
Lead Body verbally reported on this event.
PMB noted the report.

iv. Convergence Programmes 2007-2013: Strategic Frameworks
PMB asked Lead Body to confirm the closing date for comments on the Strategic Frameworks Paper and forward this information to Members.  
PMB agreed to invite Gretel Leeb (WEFO) to an early PMB meeting to discuss the issues raised.
v. Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007- 2013
Following the PMB meeting in July where the initial decisions had been taken to take on this role and ensure that the PMB met the requirements of the RDP, Lead Body has embarked on the process of consultations regarding the Terms of Reference.  
PMB agreed to confirm the actions in the minutes of the previous PMB meeting and to convene a workshop session to discuss revision of the Local Strategy and membership of each of the four sectors of the Partnership to take this forward prior to the next meeting.

vi. RCA Action Plan Submission Guidance
This guidance runs parallel to that of Axis 3 and 4 of the RDP.  Concern for future match funding was raised.  Lead Body referred to the importance of bringing the RCA, RDP and Convergence within the same Local Strategy, as had been agreed at the previous PMB.
PMB noted the guidance.

vii. Update on Wales Spatial Plan
The Regional Economic Forum had met in the summer.  The sub group is due to meet to discuss the approach during October.  Guidance will be issued regarding linkages between the Spatial Plan reference groups, strategic frameworks, partnerships and processes.  Work is progressing on the Key Settlement works.  A report to the Assembly is due soon.
The WLGA had met to consider their response to the Convergence Fund consultation.  They had raised concerns about the lack clarity in the role of Local Partnerships in Convergence and of a bottom-up based approach.


5. Community Strategy 2020 Economically Successful Theme
Community Events
PMB noted the report and agreed that the outcomes of the early events should be discussed further during the workshop (see item 4v.).

6. Objective 1 in Ceredigion
a. Requests for PMB support
None

b. Objective 1 correspondence received
Lead Body reported receipt of a letter from the Vice Chancellor of Lampeter University asking the Partnership to consider their representative as a Full Member rather than as Alternate.  
PMB noted the letter and that this would be discussed during the forthcoming workshop.

c. Lead Body ESF Networking Day report
 PMB noted the report.


7. RCA Cynnal Ceredigion
The quarterly report would be emailed to Lead Body the following Monday for circulation to all PMB members and asking for comment.  
Cynnal Ceredigion would also circulate a brief on Economic and Social Underactivity in Ceredigion, a task which had arisen during the combined meeting of the PMB and Stronger Communities Thematic Group in December 2005.
 

8. Other correspondence received
Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation on the Draft Statement of Gambling Policy for Ceredigion.
PMB noted the consultation documents but did not wish to comment.

9. AOB
The University of Wales, Lampeter asked PMB to note their thanks to the Aftercare Team for the support given before and during a recent WEFO Article 10 Audit.

Next PMB meeting:

27/10/06 Mwldan 3, Theatr Mwldan, Cardigan, 10.30
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