Bwrdd Rheoli Partneriaeth Adfwyio Economaidd Ceredigion

Ceredigion Economic Regeneration Partnership Management Board

MINUTES OF THE  MEETING HELD IN THE 

AERON ROOM, PENMORFA
23rd february 2007 ( 10.00 - 12.50 hrs ) 
Present: Roy Evans (Chair), Peter James, Ruth Baggigalupo, Hazel Lloyd, Teleri Davies, Lewis Griffith, Dewi Williams, Bob Jacques, Louise Amery.

Alternates: Ian Roffe

WEFO: 
Lead Body: Gareth Rowlands, Mike Shaw, David Willis, Alison Kinsey
Advisors: Sue Byrne
In attendance: Eluned Lewis, Sue Thomas
Declarations of interest:
None. 
1. Apologies: Sue Hurds, Rod Pritchard, Claire Skingle, Meinir Collyer, Rachel Russell, Alan Dutton, Sarah Dykes, Geraint Davies, Ann Watkin, Rachel Russel, Ruth Davies.


2. Minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2007
 PMB agreed these as correct.


3. Matters Arising
Following on from the TraCC presentation made last month, there is to be a meeting in mid March in which PMB may wish to be involved.
Following discussion, it was agreed that Allan Lewis who would already be attending the meeting, should report on these matters to PMB.

4. Rural Development Plan Submissions 
(i) Update 
As yet there is no overall agreement in Brussels, although an outline budget for funding has been received and some high level actions and decisions have still to be made. Currently it is expected that the RDP submission will not be until some time after the Welsh Assembly Government elections at the beginning of May.  Submission still needs to be made to WAG EPC by the end of March.  Lead Body expressed concern regarding issues of prioritisation within the strategy; these may require a special meeting of PMB to be convened before the end of March.  

(ii) Memorandum of Understanding
Members discussed in detail, the draft Memorandum of Understanding document prepared by Lead Body.  Comments by members would be incorporated to the draft which will then be submitted at the proposed special PMB meeting or via email during March.

(iii) Partnership Membership
Lead Body indicated that this issue is still ongoing, input from WAG EPC is awaited in order to be compliant with current guidance.  
PMB formally noted and agreed to the linkage of the Local Action Group (LAG) and the Partnership and to bring the LAG on as a partner in the Community Sector.
 
(iv) Local Action Group update
An intensive programme of meeting people/partnerships is currently being undertaken and meetings have been arranged on March 14 & 15th for further discussion.

(v) Update presentation on potential RDP project activity
Lead Body gave PMB a comprehensive update following the decision at the last meeting to revisit potential projects and identify gaps.  A substantial portfolio of projects has now been identified, once input from WAG EPC has been received, priorities can be further studied and discussed in order to support the strongest.  There is still no decision on match funding, however, Lead Body had been working to an estimate of 25%.  

(vi) Convergence update
The WEFO updated website is due to be launched at the beginning of March.  It will cover  information on how the Strategic Frameworks are developing and engaging with stakeholders.  

5. Community Strategy 2020 Economically Successful Theme
(i) Ceredigion Environment Partnership’s Draft Environment Linkage Framework consultation 
The Environment Partnership is now being driven by Ceredigion County Council rather than by the Environment Agency.  There are specific issues needing to be flagged up by PMB as certain elements of the Wales Spatial Plan are currently missing.  
It was agreed that a sub group should be formed to make comments for the next meeting.  Members not part of the sub group were also invited to submit comments by the next meeting.  

6. Objective 1 in Ceredigion
(i) Correspondence from WEFO – testing use of Quarterly Monitoring Data
PMB noted that some of the monitoring data was used by Lead Body and that statistics drawn from the data were published on the EU Ceredigion website.

7. Atlantic Area 2007-13 Draft Operation Programme
PMB noted that clarity was needed regarding which Member State’s eligibility rules will apply.

8. Meetings attended
None.


9. RCA
The next quarterly report is due at the PMB meeting in March.  The Action Plan is currently being finalised.  Ceredigion County Council is still looking into details of match funding and Lead Body apologised for the delay in this, due to officer illness.

10. AOB

Lead Body noted that Ceredigion County Council had been invited to Brussels by the European Union to present a paper on Rural Development – notably the Food Centre Wales, Horeb.  John Davies, Manager of the Food Centre Wales would be the Council’s representative.  
PMB noted that this would be an excellent opportunity to further contacts and links with other Member States.

Lead Body also noted that the ESF networking event had been cancelled as there had been insufficient interest.  Should individuals wish to have further information and discussions on a one to one basis then Lead Body should be contacted to make an appointment.
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