Partneriaeth Adfwyio Economaidd 
Ceredigion 
Economic Regeneration Partnership

Aeron Room, Penmorfa
13th July 2007 
Present: Roy Evans (Chair), Ruth Bacigalupo, Gareth Lloyd, Eirlys Lloyd, Louise Amery, Ruth Davies, Geraint Evans, Dewi Williams, Bob Jacques, Jacqui Weatherburn, Eluned Lewis, Eurfyl Evans, Allan Lewis.

WEFO: 
Lead Body: Mike Shaw, Gareth Rowlands, Alison Kinsey
Advisors: Ann Rybij
In attendance: 
Declarations of interest:
None. 
1. Apologies: Hazel Lloyd, Ian Roffe, Eurfyl Evans, Allan Lewis, Llinos Quelch, Alan Dutton, Claire Skingle, Rachel Russell, Peter James, David Willis, Linda Weaver, Meinir Collyer, Phil Layton, Geraint Davies, Geraint Evans, Jacqui Weatherburn.


2. Minutes Meeting held on 25/05/07
Partnership agreed these as correct.

Matters Arising:
a. Publicity Issues
CERP noted that a full page ‘advertorial’ giving information on the RDP had been taken out in both the Cambrian News and Tivyside newspapers.  These had resulted in some interest being generated and enquiries to the Lead Body.

b. Lead Body noted receipt of an email from Alan Hewson, member representing Arts and Culture asking that Louise Amery act as full member for this sector from this date onwards.  
CERP agreed this and also agreed that Eluned Lewis (Menter Aberystwyth) would be the full member representing Local Groups in the north of the county from this date onwards.

c. Item 4
CERP agreed that the importance of retaining the PIG group should be further communicated to Ceredigion 2020.

3. Wales Spatial Plan
a. Updates
There had been no meeting since CERP had last met.  The next meeting was scheduled for 9th August and Convergence issues should be signed off then.  It was noted that there was no clarity as to the Chair of the Spatial Plan Group.
The ELEM study had not progressed and it would not be going forward for formal consultation for some time.
 

4. Ceredigion 2020 
a. Ceredigion Substance Misuse Commissioning Strategy 2008-11
CERP noted the document and that CERP already supported Substance Misuse projects through Objective 1, Cyswllt Ceredigion Contact: Recovery and Work and the Rhoserchan Project.  

5. Rural Development Plan
a. Update
Lead Body had received a letter dated 4th July noting that the RDP Axis 3 & 4 application had been successful.
CERP noted that the Business Plan could now be prepared.

b. Business Plan
Following the Business Plan launch on July 5th many questions were raised, including for example those of financial control / co-ordination, application forms, funding eligibility, procurement, state aids and match finding.  Lead Body was expecting a reply to these questions in the near future and would forward them to members.  DET also noted that it was aware of the difficulties resulting from the tight timescale and that therefore the time frame was being considered.  The Business Plan Guidance had been circulated to CERP members.  
Lead Body had advised Ceredigion County Council that there was an issue regarding the Financial Co-ordinator and noted that it had sought the authority to continue with the process and sign up to the underpinning documents during the summer recess of the Cabinet.  
CERP noted that:
i) Projects will be submitted in CERP’s name
ii) The Project Application forms had not been correctly formatted and still needed modification.
iii) The deadline for submissions was still 30th September.  DET have agreed that it would be possible for partnerships to declare certain parts of submissions at a later stage but that these would need to be agreed with DET before the deadline.

c. Projects
 It was agreed that a target of the end of August should be set to collect projects, which would be collated and circulated by Lead Body in time for the August 31st meeting.

d. Local Action Group update and report
Eirlys Lloyd noted that real progress was being made.  A new Chair, Gareth Lloyd, currently also the Chair of the Young Farmer’s Club had recently been elected.  Eirlys noted that she had attended Leader seminars, which had been very beneficial.
Members discussed and agreed that the four themes from the Task and Finish Groups should be amalgamated into three priority groups: Tourism, Rural Culture and Heritage, Entrepreneurship and Food – adding value to local products. Notes from the Task & Finish groups had been circulated to members and further comments invited.  The LAG had also looked at the groups represented in the LAG and agreed that if members would like to consider whether they would be interested in facilitating one of the themes then they would need to submit their expression of interest to Eirlys Lloyd.  The LAG asked CERP if it was in agreement to this.  Further guidance from DET was sought and it was agreed that advice on procurement was required and that this was expected within two weeks.  
6. Convergence Programme
a. Update
There had been little movement on this front.  The submission to Brussels from the DTi is still outstanding; thus the UK and Italy are the only member states in this position.  WEFO have a target date of the end of August for approval of the programme; the PMC will become formal from then onwards.  Communication plans are to be issued in December.  Some of the Strategic Frameworks are now on the WEFO website with the final Frameworks to be published on the website by the end of August; therefore the Spatial Plan Officers group has been asked to approve these targets at a meeting on August 9th.  This date is crucial for the Framework that encompasses Central Wales.  Eligibility rules for projects should also be on the website by the second week in July.  The agreement for project selection criteria should also be on the website by the end of July.  

 b. Partnership Bulletin 02/07
 CERP noted the bulletin.

7. North Ceredigion Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS)
This had been circulated to members but no comments had been received yet.  Lead Body invited comments from members by the end of the first week in August in order that these could be submitted from CERP by the deadline which was 13th August.


8. Other meetings
The Chair noted that he had attended the Hwyl Aberteifi - the launch of Prince Charles Quay, part of phase 1 of the Teify Estuary Environmental Management Initiative.  This had been very well attended and a successful day followed with wide coverage in the local press, Western Mail, S4C, the BBC and radio.

Antur Teifi noted that there would be a Social Enterprise network meeting in Llwyncelyn on 17th July.

9. Correspondence received.
None. 

10. AOB
None.
1
Next meetings: 14th September, Llannon Village Hall

12th October, Council Chamber, Penmorfa

29th November, Council Chamber, Penmorfa

